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THE FEELed LAB

The FEELed Lab is a feminist environmental humanities field lab at UBC
Okanagan, on the unceded territories of the syilx people.

The FEELed Lab asks: what does feminist environmental humanities
research look like in practice, in this particular context? How can
“academic research” itself be a generative site for exploring how feminist,
antiracist, anticolonial, queer-, crip- and trans- affirming perspectives can
deepen our understanding of what climate crisis is and how it manifests in
place?

This FEELed Lab work is research is about research: what it is, where it is,
who does it, what it is for, and how it can be responsive to the most
pressing questions of our time.

“FRINGE NATURES”

To do this research, the FEELed Lab convenes a series of gatherings we call
“Fringe Natures.” “Fringe natures” is a figuration (to borrow Donna
Haraway’s term) - which means it is both a real thing (or a real place) in
the world, and a metaphor that evokes certain associations. A figuration
is always more-than-metaphorical.

Since our work on syilx territory largely takes place in the riparian littoral
zone, “fringe natures” designates the “real place” of this research: in the
ecotone between land and water, with all of its ambivalences, transitions
and particular sensations. Metaphorically, this is also where mainstream
environmentalism’s marginal or “fringe” perspectives can flourish. At our
gatherings, we work to further unpick the frayed edges of colonial
mastery, heteropatriarchal dominance, ablist infrastructures that
reinforce tired and exclusionary norms and relegate different ways of
knowing to the “fringes.”

Different ways of knowing are strengthened by paying attention to
different lived experiences and the ideas those experiences can generate.
What new worlds can we build, dwelling tenderly and courageously at the
fringes?




AAVF A FLl D
' 4 ( \
: This zine introduces our “fringe natures” research
: methodology: using informal gatherings of people from
‘ ' different packgrounds in place, we come to deeper

B understanding about environmental issues and their

intersection with issues like colonialism, racism,
d l heteropatriarchy and ablism.
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Qur zine includes contributions from both the FEELed Lab
research team and ‘friends of the FEELed Lab’ who have
participated in our research. Each page illustrates @ key
principle of our methodology, o7 offers a reflection on how
particlpants responded toor engaged with these methods.
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nthe border or outer edges"

When we come out together

for a
FEELed Lab Fringe Natures

gathering our

minds and bodies

are free to slip out of
whatever roles and
expectations

we carry.

The "lab" is outside
wherever we choose
to

be present
and
form a community
and our work is also
rest,
healing,

and Play.

We don't have
a set path.
Our research is an
ongoing practice
or mode of
feeling out
and embodying
ways to be
with
and
open
EC
each other
and the
places

we
inhabit.
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We are not always doing this
“who shows up” is part of ou
research events,

perfectly. Learning from
rresearch, folded into our

B
.
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Long, Mark C. “Close Reading at the End of Time.” Close Reading the Anthropocene, edited by Helena Feder. Routledge, 2021.
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We research accessibi\ity in env'nronmenta\ humanities J)
practice by experimenting with different modes of research activities. &

Wwe walkata clow pace, on accessible pathways, outside. We meet onling. ){‘/
We ask participants what they need. We offer alternative and multiple ' @_\
modes of part'lc'lpation. 4
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We research ways of building different kinds i
of social infrastructures as a necessary part
of “climate change mitigation.”
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Our research prioritizes affirmative, joyful community-
building even in the face of difficult issues (like climate
change, colonialism, pollution, heteropatriarchy).

Thinking carefully about (and experimenting with) how
we research together-in-place (and how we might do
this differently) is part of these affirmative ethics.
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We document our research events (i.e. record and store data) via regular informal
blogposts. These keep the ‘data’ moving through expanding networks of
fmowledge. The data is living, sticky and multiplying — forming new connections }
and insights as it travels.
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Maria Sanchez
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some plants

This zine was produced on the unceded territories of the syilx people during a rainy
summer solstice season in June, 2022 for the DIY methods 2022 conference organized
by the Low Carbon Research Methods Group.

The FEELed Lab 1s msitutionally supported by the
Faculty of Critical and Creative Studies at UBC Okanagan and
the Canada Research Chairs program.
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